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File photo: Installations of the Limetree Bay petroleum refinery are seen in St Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands
June 28, 2017 when they were owned by Hovensa. REUTERS/Alvin Baez

A "noxious" gaseous smell coming from St Croix's recently reopened refinery that caused

schools to close was caused by excess emissions of hydrogen sulfide, U.S. Virgin Islands

officials said on Friday.

The Department of Planning and Natural Resources (DPNR) is advising people with

respiratory ailments such as allergies, lung disease and asthma to consider taking

protective actions such as staying indoors or relocating to less affected areas.

The U.S. Occupational Safety and Health Administration describes hydrogen sulfide "as a

colorless gas known for its pungent 'rotten egg' odor at low concentrations. It is extremely

flammable and highly toxic."

The odor was caused by an "operating upset" overnight and into the early morning hours

which has been corrected, according to a Limetree Bay spokesperson.

"The executive management of Limetree Bay sincerely apologizes for the impact to the

public," the spokesperson said, adding that the company would continue to monitor

impact to the outside community.

The Department of Planning and Natural Resources told Reuters it is investigating to what

extent Limetree exceeded permitted hydrogen sulfide levels.

Local grammar schools and a career and technical education center closed in-person

learning after students and staff reported feeling nauseous due to a "noxious odor"

affecting air quality on the campuses on April 22, according to a notice from the U.S.

Virgin Islands Department of Education.

A St. Croix community coronavirus vaccination center was also closed on Friday due to the

odor, a representative told Reuters.
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The smell has been observed west of the island in Fredricksted for several days and has

prompted citizen complaints, according to the DPNR.

The refinery recently resumed producing fuel following an entire plant shutdown earlier

this month due to an undisclosed operational issue.

Our Standards: The Thomson Reuters Trust Principles.

https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/about-us/trust-principles.html


5/13/2021 Odor from U.S. Caribbean refinery prompts school closures, investigation | Reuters

https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/odor-us-caribbean-refinery-prompts-school-closures-investigation-2021-04-23/ 4/11

Sign up for our newsletter

Subscribe for our daily curated newsletter to receive the latest exclusive Reuters coverage delivered to
your inbox.

Sign up

Environment

Sponsored Content

Don’t miss out
on Up To
$700 with
required
activities.
Member FDIC
>
Sponsored by Citi

Checking

Now is a
Great Time to
Invest in Latin
American
Mining

Sponsored by LatAM

INVESTOR

A perfect
pension?

Sponsored by The

AIC

Save with 0%
Intro APR for
18 months on
balance
transfers

Sponsored by Save

On Interest

https://www.reuters.com/business/environment
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/brazils-lower-house-passes-bill-ease-environmental-permits-2021-05-13/
https://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?pn=80083&offer=17771920&savid=207071&said=6616&adv=8931&cf=545.321.Reuters&unique_id=YJ1-gg1nMJU2sVV1No1KHQAAAAA&smartreferer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Fbusiness%2Fenvironment%2Fodor-us-caribbean-refinery-prompts-school-closures-investigation-2021-04-23%2F
https://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?pn=48846&offer=12421747&savid=126583&said=6616&adv=8931&cf=545.321.Reuters&unique_id=YJ1-gg1nMJU2sVV1No1KHQAAAAA&smartreferer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Fbusiness%2Fenvironment%2Fodor-us-caribbean-refinery-prompts-school-closures-investigation-2021-04-23%2F
https://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?pn=46090&offer=11883262&savid=120905&said=6616&adv=8931&cf=545.321.Reuters&unique_id=YJ1-gg1nMJU2sVV1No1KHQAAAAA&smartreferer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Fbusiness%2Fenvironment%2Fodor-us-caribbean-refinery-prompts-school-closures-investigation-2021-04-23%2F
https://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?pn=79882&offer=17750240&savid=206587&said=6616&adv=8931&ams=0&cf=545.321.Reuters&unique_id=YJ1-gg1nMJU2sVV1No1KHQAAAAA&smartreferer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Fbusiness%2Fenvironment%2Fodor-us-caribbean-refinery-prompts-school-closures-investigation-2021-04-23%2F
https://www.dianomi.com/whatsthis.pl?id=6616


5/13/2021 Odor from U.S. Caribbean refinery prompts school closures, investigation | Reuters

https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/odor-us-caribbean-refinery-prompts-school-closures-investigation-2021-04-23/ 5/11

Environment · 7:30 AM -04

Brazil's lower house passes bill to ease
environmental permits
Brazil's lower house of Congress has approved a bill fiercely contested by environmental

groups to loosen licensing requirements for infrastructure, mining, agriculture and other

projects.

Environment

As drought dries California rivers, salmon take truck rides to sea

2:03 PM -04

Environment

For deep-diving elephant seals, it takes lots of work to stay fat

12:49 PM -04

Environment

Atlantic invader threatens to wipe out Croatia river delicacy

1:27 PM -04

Environment

https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/brazils-lower-house-passes-bill-ease-environmental-permits-2021-05-13/
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/drought-dries-california-rivers-salmon-take-truck-rides-sea-2021-05-13/
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/deep-diving-elephant-seals-it-takes-lots-work-stay-fat-2021-05-13/
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/atlantic-invader-threatens-wipe-out-croatia-river-delicacy-2021-05-13/
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/zimbabwe-re-introduces-rhinos-gonarezhou-park-after-three-decades-2021-05-13/


5/13/2021 Odor from U.S. Caribbean refinery prompts school closures, investigation | Reuters

https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/odor-us-caribbean-refinery-prompts-school-closures-investigation-2021-04-23/ 6/11

Zimbabwe re-introduces rhinos in Gonarezhou park after three decades

8:53 AM -04

https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/zimbabwe-re-introduces-rhinos-gonarezhou-park-after-three-decades-2021-05-13/


5/13/2021 Odor from U.S. Caribbean refinery prompts school closures, investigation | Reuters

https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/odor-us-caribbean-refinery-prompts-school-closures-investigation-2021-04-23/ 7/11

Sponsored Content

How to
benefit from a
healthcare
revolution

Sponsored by The

AIC

Beyond bonds
and equities:
delivering
diversification

Sponsored by The

AIC

Lessons in
liquidity -
illiquid funds
‘built on a
lie’?

Sponsored by The

AIC

A Rare,
Recent Pause

Sponsored by ETF

Global

Sponsored Content

Globetrotting
– Investing
around the
world with Ian
Cowie

Sponsored by The

AIC

Earn Up To a
$700 cash
bonus with
required
activities.
Member FDIC
>
Sponsored by Citi

Limited-Time Offers

A perfect
pension?

Sponsored by The

AIC

Earn 15,000
Bonus Points
after
qualifying
purchases.

Sponsored by Citi

Rewards+® Card

https://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?pn=55101&offer=13507790&savid=141027&said=6617&adv=8932&cf=545.322.Reuters&unique_id=YJ1-gslu5tH7bMSWqhQimAAAAAo&smartreferer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Fbusiness%2Fenvironment%2Fodor-us-caribbean-refinery-prompts-school-closures-investigation-2021-04-23%2F
https://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?pn=58596&offer=14186219&savid=148396&said=6617&adv=8932&cf=545.322.Reuters&unique_id=YJ1-gslu5tH7bMSWqhQimAAAAAo&smartreferer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Fbusiness%2Fenvironment%2Fodor-us-caribbean-refinery-prompts-school-closures-investigation-2021-04-23%2F
https://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?pn=56181&offer=13712394&savid=143335&said=6617&adv=8932&cf=545.322.Reuters&unique_id=YJ1-gslu5tH7bMSWqhQimAAAAAo&smartreferer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Fbusiness%2Fenvironment%2Fodor-us-caribbean-refinery-prompts-school-closures-investigation-2021-04-23%2F
https://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?pn=81179&offer=17973575&savid=210275&said=6617&adv=8932&cf=545.322.Reuters&unique_id=YJ1-gslu5tH7bMSWqhQimAAAAAo&smartreferer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Fbusiness%2Fenvironment%2Fodor-us-caribbean-refinery-prompts-school-closures-investigation-2021-04-23%2F
https://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?pn=53160&offer=13180866&savid=136365&said=6617&adv=8932&cf=545.322.Reuters&unique_id=YJ1-gslu5tH7bMSWqhQimAAAAAo&smartreferer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Fbusiness%2Fenvironment%2Fodor-us-caribbean-refinery-prompts-school-closures-investigation-2021-04-23%2F
https://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?pn=80083&offer=17771920&savid=207069&said=6617&adv=8932&cf=545.322.Reuters&unique_id=YJ1-gslu5tH7bMSWqhQimAAAAAo&smartreferer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Fbusiness%2Fenvironment%2Fodor-us-caribbean-refinery-prompts-school-closures-investigation-2021-04-23%2F
https://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?pn=46090&offer=11883262&savid=120905&said=6617&adv=8932&cf=545.322.Reuters&unique_id=YJ1-gslu5tH7bMSWqhQimAAAAAo&smartreferer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Fbusiness%2Fenvironment%2Fodor-us-caribbean-refinery-prompts-school-closures-investigation-2021-04-23%2F
https://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?pn=61118&offer=15005488&savid=153485&said=6617&adv=8932&ams=0&cf=545.322.Reuters&unique_id=YJ1-gslu5tH7bMSWqhQimAAAAAo&smartreferer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Fbusiness%2Fenvironment%2Fodor-us-caribbean-refinery-prompts-school-closures-investigation-2021-04-23%2F
https://www.dianomi.com/whatsthis.pl?id=6617
https://www.dianomi.com/whatsthis.pl?id=6617


5/13/2021 Odor from U.S. Caribbean refinery prompts school closures, investigation | Reuters

https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/odor-us-caribbean-refinery-prompts-school-closures-investigation-2021-04-23/ 8/11

Sponsored Content

#1 Rated ETFs
– ETFG
Weekly Select
List – 4/13/21

Sponsored by ETF

Global

How to make
considered and
circumstantially-
appropriate
investments

Sponsored by The AIC

Now is a
Great Time to
Invest in Latin
American
Mining

Sponsored by LatAM

INVESTOR

Rule Britannia
- why the sun
is shining on
UK
investment
companiesSponsored by The

AIC

Latest

Home

Media

Videos

Pictures

Graphics

Browse

World

Business

Markets

Breakingviews

Technology

Investigations

Lifestyle

About Reuters

About Reuters

https://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?pn=80553&offer=17863827&savid=208438&said=6617&adv=8932&cf=545.322.Reuters&unique_id=YJ1-gslu5tH7bMSWqhQimAAAAAo&smartreferer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Fbusiness%2Fenvironment%2Fodor-us-caribbean-refinery-prompts-school-closures-investigation-2021-04-23%2F
https://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?pn=53558&offer=13235965&savid=137383&said=6617&adv=8932&cf=545.322.Reuters&unique_id=YJ1-gslu5tH7bMSWqhQimAAAAAo&smartreferer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Fbusiness%2Fenvironment%2Fodor-us-caribbean-refinery-prompts-school-closures-investigation-2021-04-23%2F
https://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?pn=48846&offer=12421747&savid=126583&said=6617&adv=8932&cf=545.322.Reuters&unique_id=YJ1-gslu5tH7bMSWqhQimAAAAAo&smartreferer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Fbusiness%2Fenvironment%2Fodor-us-caribbean-refinery-prompts-school-closures-investigation-2021-04-23%2F
https://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?pn=58254&offer=14108065&savid=147778&said=6617&adv=8932&cf=545.322.Reuters&unique_id=YJ1-gslu5tH7bMSWqhQimAAAAAo&smartreferer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Fbusiness%2Fenvironment%2Fodor-us-caribbean-refinery-prompts-school-closures-investigation-2021-04-23%2F
https://www.dianomi.com/whatsthis.pl?id=6617
https://www.reuters.com/
https://www.reuters.com/video/
https://www.reuters.com/news/pictures
https://graphics.reuters.com/
https://www.reuters.com/world/
https://www.reuters.com/business/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/
https://www.reuters.com/breakingviews/
https://www.reuters.com/technology/
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/
https://www.reuters.com/lifestyle/
https://www.reutersagency.com/en/about/about-us/


5/13/2021 Odor from U.S. Caribbean refinery prompts school closures, investigation | Reuters

https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/odor-us-caribbean-refinery-prompts-school-closures-investigation-2021-04-23/ 9/11

Careers

Reuters News Agency

Brand Attribution Guidelines

Reuters Leadership

Reuters Fact Check

Reuters Diversity Report

Stay Informed

Download the App

Newsletters

Information you can trust

Reuters, the news and media division of Thomson Reuters, is the world’s largest multimedia news provider, reaching
billions of people worldwide every day. Reuters provides business, financial, national and international news to
professionals via desktop terminals, the world's media organizations, industry events and directly to consumers.

Follow Us

Westlaw
Build the strongest argument
relying on authoritative
content, attorney-editor
expertise, and industry
defining technology.

Onesource
The most comprehensive
solution to manage all your
complex and ever-expanding
tax and compliance needs.

Checkpoint
The industry leader for online
information for tax,
accounting and finance
professionals.

Eikon

Information, analytics and
exclusive news on financial

Refinitiv Data Platform

Access to real-time, reference,
and non-real time data in the

World-Check

Screen for heightened risk
individual and entities

Thomson Reuters Products

Refinitiv Products

https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/careers.html
https://www.reutersagency.com/en/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=reuters&utm_campaign=site-referral&utm_content=us&utm_term=0
https://www.reutersagency.com/en/about/about-us/brand-attribution-guidelines/
https://www.reutersagency.com/en/about/leadership-team/
https://www.reuters.com/fact-check/
https://static.reuters.com/resources/media/editorial/20210405/DiversityReportApril2021.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/tools/mobile/us
https://newslink.reuters.com/join/subscribe
https://www.twitter.com/Reuters
https://www.facebook.com/Reuters
https://www.instagram.com/Reuters
https://www.youtube.com/user/ReutersVideo
https://www.linkedin.com/company/10256858/
https://legal.thomsonreuters.com/en/products/westlaw
https://tax.thomsonreuters.com/en/onesource
https://tax.thomsonreuters.com/en/checkpoint
https://www.refinitiv.com/en/products/eikon-trading-software
https://www.refinitiv.com/en/products/refinitiv-data-platform
https://www.refinitiv.com/en/products/world-check-kyc-screening


5/13/2021 Odor from U.S. Caribbean refinery prompts school closures, investigation | Reuters

https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/odor-us-caribbean-refinery-prompts-school-closures-investigation-2021-04-23/ 10/11

Advertise With Us Advertising Guidelines

Cookies Terms of Use Privacy Corrections Site Feedback

All quotes delayed a minimum of 15 minutes. See here for a complete list of exchanges and delays.

© 2021 Reuters. All rights reserved

exclusive news on financial
markets - delivered in an
intuitive desktop and mobile
interface.

and non real time data in the
cloud to power your
enterprise.

individual and entities
globally to help uncover
hidden risks in business
relationships and human
networks.

https://www.reutersagency.com/en/services/advertising-solutions/
https://www.reuters.com/advertising-guidelines/
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/privacy-statement.html#cookies
https://www.reuters.com/info-pages/terms-of-use/
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/privacy-statement.html
https://www.reutersagency.com/contact-reuters/
https://trdigital.iad1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8kte8gArGyCGVhz
https://www.reuters.com/info/disclaimer
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/policies/copyright.html


5/13/2021 Odor from U.S. Caribbean refinery prompts school closures, investigation | Reuters

https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/odor-us-caribbean-refinery-prompts-school-closures-investigation-2021-04-23/ 11/11


